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Presentation Overview

• Statewide Hangar Study Objectives
• Statewide Hangar Inventory
• Hangar Needs and Investment Demand
• Hangar Rental Rates (Statewide Averages)
• Nationwide Survey of Hangar Programs
• Hangar Waiting List and Rental/Lease Best Practices
• Questions
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Three Study Components
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• Hangars are a primary revenue stream for most 
general aviation airports

• Hangar availability increases income from fuel 
sales and aircraft maintenance services

• Income from hangar storage help airports achieve 
financial self-sufficiency

• Hangar storage is a vital part of a sustainable 
statewide airport system

• Ad Valorem taxes on aircraft based at an airport 
are a benefit to a City/County 

• Local Economic Impact during project 
construction from jobs, materials purchased, etc. 

Business Case



Current Number of Based Aircraft ----------------------- 5,654 

Current Number of Hangar Structures ----------------------- 1,298 

Current Number of Hangar Storage Spaces --------------------- 4,828 

Current Number of Unhangared Based Aircraft --------------------- 849

Percent of Based Aircraft Now Stored in Hangar ----------------------- 85% 

Cobb County
International Airport

Aircraft and Hangar Inventory



Demand, Ownership and Type
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Condition and Investment Demand
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• $450 million to meet statewide unmet demand
• $323.7 million to meet Metro Area demand (72% of 

statewide $450M) 
• $11.8 million (additional) needed to replace “failed” 

hangars
• Demand is continuing to increase
• Hangar development costs are continuing to rise
• Two-year lead time typical for hangar development
• Fair Market rental rates are part of the solution 

Investment Considerations



Hangar Rental Rates in Georgia

Average Statewide Rental Rate T-hangar Unit

Airport Owned Hangars $209

Owned by Others $342

Average Statewide Rental Rate Corporate/Box Hangar Storage

Airport Owned Hangars $1,323

Owned by Others $2,071

Average Statewide Rental Rate Community Hangar Parking Space

Airport Owned Hangars $321

Owned by Others $507



Hangar Programs in Other States



Other State Approaches for Hangar Development

Covington Municipal Airport



Managing and Leasing Aircraft Hangars

• Developed to provide baseline 
guidance & documents for airport 
use/modification

• Incorporates
• Lessons learned from Hangar 

Inventory/Demand Analysis Study
• ACRP & Industry Research    

Reports’ Recommendations
• Interviews with airport managers, 

& FAA Compliance Staff

Best Practices for Public-Use Airports



Best Practices for Managing Hangars – Hangar Use

FAAs 2016 Non-Aeronautical Use Policy
• Permitted Uses

• Storage of Aircraft
• Construction of Kit Built Aircraft
• Aeronautical Related Supplies & Materials
• Vehicles While Aircraft is Away

• Non-Permitted Uses
• Storage of Hazardous Materials
• City/County storage or functions
• Non-Aeronautical Use*

*Non-Aeronautical Use Requires Prior GDOT & FAA 
Written Approval.



Best Practices for Managing Hangars – Hangar Use

Complying with FAAs Hangar Use Policy

• Airport Sponsors must Monitor and Document 
Hangar Usage

• Should Adopt Hangar Compliance Inspection 
Policy

• Leases Should Contain Language Requiring 
Annual Compliance Inspections

Best Practice Recommendation
Have local Building Inspector and Fire Marshal 

participate in hangar inspections to provide additional 
technical expertise.



Best Practices for Managing Hangars – Hangar Use

Hangar Leases At A Minimum Should
• Clearly Define the Leased Premises & Uses
• Set Reasonable Market Rates
• Provision for Periodic Rate Adjustments
• Never Grant or Imply an Exclusive Right
• Be Subordinate to FAA Grant Assurances
• Allow For Right of Entry and Inspection
• Address Assignment and Subletting
• Establish Insurance Requirements
• Indemnify Airport Sponsor
• Define Terms of Default



Best Practices for Managing Hangars – Hangar Use

In Addition to Terms of Hangar Leases
Ground Leases at a Minimum Should:

• Establish Reasonable Term of Lease
• Define Condition of Hangar at End of Term
• Contain Reversionary Clause
• Provision for Escrow Fund for Periodic Maintenance
• Address Fuel Storage Tanks
• Address Mortgage Rights of Lessee
• Address ADA & Stormwater Requirements
• Require Economic Non-Discrimination
• Address Eminent Domain



Best Practices for Managing Hangars – Hangar Use

Review & Update Airport Policy Documents

• Airport Rules and Regulations
• Airport Minimum Standards
• Airport Rates and Charges
• Hangar Waiting List Policy
• Hangar Compliance Inspection Policy



Best Practices for Managing Hangars – Hangar Use

Hangar Waiting Lists:
• Require a Healthy Non-Refundable Deposit
• Validate the Waiting List Annually
• Know Where the Aircraft is Currently Based
• Require Aircraft to be Airworthy and Insured
• Use It or Lose It – Require minimum days of 

occupancy each year.
• Right Size Aircraft to Hangar Space
• Avoid Waitlist Line Jumping
• Charge Fair Market Market Rents
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